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Graduation Requirements 
CMSD School Board Policy IHF and IFG 

Complete information can be found in the current Academic Guide for Columbus High School. Students and 
parents share the primary responsibility for knowing the graduation requirements for the student and 
knowing how many Carnegie units the student must earn in order to meet local and state graduation 
requirements.  Early graduation is an option for students who complete the number of Carnegie units and 
other existing standards required by both the Mississippi Department of Education and the District prior to 
completing eight semesters of high school.  These students must meet with their counselor to petition to 
graduate early.  Early graduates may participate in the regular spring commencement ceremony.   
 

New Diploma Options 
The new diploma options will take effect for incoming ninth graders in the 2018-19 and beyond school year 
(see charts on following pages). Diploma options include a traditional diploma for all students and an 
alternate diploma option for students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities (SCD). Students will also have 
the opportunity to earn additional requirements to qualify for a traditional diploma with a Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) endorsement, an academic endorsement or a distinguished academic 
endorsement. Students can earn more than one endorsement.   
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